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There’'s no business like s

by MICHELLE NORRIS
michelle@theenquirer.co.uk

E’VE all read the statistics: little ones don’'t
Wdream of being ballerinas and doctors

these days, they want to be pop stars and
footballers.

It's well reported that in the celebrity culture of
today, children have aspirations of living their days
out in the glare of the media; invariably dreaming of a
job that is ‘famous’ rather than rewarding.

However, there are youngsters that want to go
into show business because it’s their passion to
perform; they’re actually good at it. And it's these
bright stars that Sandra Singer — a highly successful
agent from Leigh on Sea is interested in.

Indeed, famed for her ability to weed out the
wannabes, Sandra has built up a successful stage
school in the county, The Singer Stage School, which
attracts the -
cream of the
crop. Here, she
shares with In2
the hard work
that goes in to
‘making it to the
top’.
“The problem
is that children
are normally
hired  because
they have a
certain look,”
explains Sandra, who has been in the business since
1985. “But it’s such a tough industry to crack into.

“There’s a lot of hard work involved and a lot of
children that come straight from a stage school have
really high expectations and struggle a lot if they can’'t

find work.” With so many young
actors, singers and dancers fighting
for limited supplies of jobs, Sandra
explains how competitive it is to
find an agent.

“To be honest, | had 900
applicants to my school last year and
| only took on four,” admits Sandra, as well as
running the stage school, is also the founder of
Sandra Singer Associates.

“| guess you could say that I'm more of a boutique
agency, and because | have such a crossboard of

Now business

students and some large clients, it's always very
varied. You never know who’s going to call!”

One bright star who has found a stepping-stone
though is 11-year-old George Sears from Leigh on
Sea.

Currently starring in Waiting For Godot alongside
lan McKellen in the West End, the youngster is living
the dream, having also starred in The Bill.

“Even when George first started here when he
was four, he was really cool and confident,” enthuses
Sandra, who lives in Westcliff. “He’s also a member
of the Magic Circle and loves drama and street
dance, so he really is multi-skilled.

“I'm so proud of him. I train the children the way |
want them to be trained. And by the time they get
their jobs | feel like | know them really well.”

Sandra also boasts students such as Maisie Smith,
who plays Tiffany in EastEnders and Dylan
Woodcock, a stunt child who was in The Legend of
Fritton's Gold (St Trinian's 1) and The Running of the
Deer with Ross Kemp.

However, as Sandra explains, not everyone has
the talent or opportunities to make it.

“This really is a very hard and competitive
profession,” she warns. “So it’s very important to
develop a few different skills. If you want to be a
singer then there’s no point if you don't know how
to dance.

“And if you want to be an actor, you'd better learn
how to sing. If the person’s got potential, then you
can work with it.

“We're really lucky here because we've got a
really good drama team. Predominantly we are a
school to train students and the jobs are just the icing
on the cake.”

For more information about Sandra Singer
Associates, or the Singer Stage School in Leigh on
Sea, visit www.sandrasinger.com.

Dancewear all sewed up!

CLOTHING SALE: £6 per item or 2 for £10

Leotards, Skirts,
Tights, Shoes
& Accessories
Ballet Tap Jazz

Ballroom
Gymnastics
Skating Twirling

All Ages -
Child & Adult

Wide Range of Fabric
for the Dancer
Lycra, Organza,
Chiffon, Velvet,

Sequinned Fabrics,
Stretch Net, Sequins,
Beads, Diamantes,
Ribbon, Braid,
Trimmings

Men/Youth Dancewear Range

Made-to-measure Costumes
Individuals or Groups = Very Competitive Prices

DANCE shop ‘And Sew To Dance’
has been trading for almost four
years. However, it is a dance shop
with a difference, catering not only
for the regular ballet, jazz, modern
and tap dancers, but also for baton
twirlers, majorettes, ice skaters,
gymnasts, ballroom & Latin, and
various other performing groups.
“We stock a wide range of
shoes, leotards, skirts, tights and
dance clothing including a
Pineapple range,” the manager
explains.“We also stock a wide
range of fabrics especially for the
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sales@theenquirer.co.uk

dancer or performer, including an
extensive choice of plain and
patterned lycras, which are very
hard to find in your regular fabric
shop.

“We have a very good
haberdashery section, which
includes sequins, beads and braid
along with ribbons, zips, cottons
and elastic.

“In addition to all of this we
offer a custom-made costume

souper-trouper theatre school,

based in Grays, Essex
provides you with all the
training needed to appear in
our twice-yearly production.

Whether you have ambitions to
perform professionally or are just
looking for fun, we provide the best
quality professional training in the
performing arts and we encourage
and enhance children’s full potential
within a fun environment.

service. Whether it is for solo,
pairs, small groups or costumes for
a whole show. All made to your
own specification, you choose the
design, you choose the fabrics.”

Open six days a week, including
a late evening on Thursdays, ‘And
Sew To Dance’ is situated on the
Pipps Hill Industrial Estate in
Basildon. The site offers plenty of
parking spaces, and the shop will
accept all major credit and debit
cards.

For further details, call the store
on 01268 285050.
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ACTING, STREET JAZZ,
SINGING, RAD BALLET,
ISTD TAP, MODERN, JAZZ,
MUSICAL THEATRE,
EXAMS SHOWS AUDITIONS
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Ben Ellis (Joseph, Hairspray), Lee Ryan (Blue)

Former Conti Pupils include:
Danny B (Grease), Pixie Lott,

More details write to:
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South Croydon, Surrey CR2 0QE
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For more details call Maggie on
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Caterham High School, Caterham Avenue,
Clayhall, Ilford, Essex 1G5 0BW
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